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Brest métropole océane urban community council, wor king in collabo ration with a 
broad spectrum of scientific and technological part ners and, in particular, with the 
Brest Iroise Technopole, and with the support of th e Pôle Mer Bretagne hub of 
economic competitiveness, is organising Safer Seas,  a follow-up international e vent 
devoted to the issues of maritime security and safe ty to be held from the 9 to 12 
October this year.   
 
Since 2002, maritime security and safety issues hav e become even more pressing.  
Against an international background increasingly af fected by the g lobalisation of 
trade, the interpenetration of national economies a nd the role of maritime transport, 
more robust maritime regulatory measures and public  enforcement at a national, 
European and international level have been pursued.  From a technological po int of 
view, the rapid developments witnessed, in particul ar in the field of information 
science and technology, afford new opportunities bo th from an economic and a 
maritime safety perspective.    
 
Today, the work of the International Maritime Organ isatio n (IMO), negotiations 
relating to the “Erika III package”, the initiative  surrounding the green paper for an EU 
integrated maritime policy, discussions prompted in  France by the Secretary- General 
of the Sea, the involvement of the Brittany region in curren t discussions and the 
contributions made to them by a network of local au thorities, researchers and 
professionals all testify to the dynamism of the de bates underway and the importance 
of a global approach to maritime challenges.   
 
By holding a fresh SAFER SEAS event, with high- level support from the IMO, EU and 
French government, Brest métropole océane is seekin g to demonstrate that it 
subscribes to this general drive for progress. The event offers a forum for continued 
international exchange where the views of different  scientific, technological and 
political communities, as well as the maritime indu stry in general, can be expressed 
within a multidisciplinary context.  The 2007 event  will moreover devote special 
attention to co-operation between Europe and Asia.      
 
Progress towards “cleaner, safer seas” will ultimat ely be more appreciable and 
regulations better enforced if there is improved ov erall understanding and promotion 
of the parameters and interests of the maritime wor ld.   

 

9 October in Brest  ! 
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A multid isciplinary approach to help decision -makers, scientists and 
industrial firms 

 
Under the general management of Brest Métropole Océ ane working 

with the Brest-Iroise science park and the Brittany  marine cluster, our 
priority lies at the crossroads of skills and disci plines. Thus, the 

approach is based on: 
 

·  a legal and economic strand  
 

·  a technological strand, and 
 

·  a strand devoted to stakeholders' perceptions and strategies, to 
approaches and experience with respect to governance and 
cooperation on inter-regional, European and international 
scales. 

 
As in 2002, the event's 4 days are based on:  

 
·  The main Conference  held from 10 to 12 October  with 

plenary sessions, round tables and comparative views 
 

·  Specialized workshops dealing with  European projects, 
under the responsibility of the networks involved from the 9 to 
12 October   

 

·  The trade show  
 

·  Poster sessions  
 

·  Organized on- site tours (Abeille Bourbon high sea tug, 
Naval base, CROSS SAR coordination c enters, ship repair 
site, etc.) 

 

The objective is to take stock of the situation, to  measure the 
scientific, technical and legal innovations and to provide decision-

makers with more comprehensive information, scienti sts with themes 
for joint research and industrial firms with direct ions for new 

developments. 
 

Partnerships mobilized  
 
The International Conference-Exhibition under the p atronage of:  
 

- European Parliament 
- European Commission 
- International Maritime Organization 
- Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Planning and Development 
- Secretariat-general for the Sea 
 
Financial support:  
 

- European Union 
- French State 
- Regional Council of Brittany 
- Finistère General (county) Council 
- Brest Métropole Océane 
 
Local Partners and Organizing Committee:  
 

They form the main French competency clusters located in Brest in the field of the 
sea and maritime safety. 
 
- Maritime Prefecture for the Atlantic  - Brittany Marine Cluster 
- Regional directorate for Maritime Affairs - Europole Mer 
- DDE      - University (UBO) 
 - CETMEF     - ENSIETA  
- SHOM     - Naval academy  
- IFREMER     - ENSTB 
- CEDRE     - TBI 
- SDIS 29 
 
European and international partners  
 
- The European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) 
- CPMR     - AFCAN, CESMA, IFSMA 
- IACP      - University & Port of Qingdao 
- AMRIE     - University & Port of Shanghai 
- CV2P      - Port authority of Singapore 
- EBN      - I3E    - 
Bourbon, CMA-CGM and other groups 
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Theme 1: Strengthening maritime safety policy: Leve rage, perspectives and 
technological developments  
 
The collective emotions and awareness raised by the Erika and Prestige oil spills have 
provided a real impetus to strengthening maritime safety policies. The European Union in 
particular has brought forward a series of measures, the most recent including the famous 
“Erika III package” which is still under discussion.   
 

The banning of single-hull ships, more rigorous in-port inspections, the compiling of a black 
list of banned ships, the creation of a European Maritime Safety Agency and new proposals 
contained in the Erika III package represent a greatly enhanced range of maritime safety 
measures.   
 

Theme 1 of the Safer Seas general workshop will provide an opportunity to review the 
principal measures adopted since the first Safer Seas event in 2002, initiate discussion of 
the conditions surrounding their implementation and undertake a pluralistic assessment of 
their effectiveness. (Session 1)  
 

On the same theme – undoubtedly enhanced by the Safer Seas event being held in Brest 
given its position as a major operational centre and given the range and diversity of the 
city’s expertise represented and recognized at an international level – emphasis will also be 
placed on the technological aspects of information gathering, on monitoring and navigation 
systems and on related databases. (Session 2.1)  
 

Lastly, looking at an overlap between legal and technology issues and in line with current 
international and European proceedings as well as national and local concerns, the 
question arises regarding end-of-life dismantling of ships and the move to a global approach 
to the lifecycle of vessels, from design through to withdrawal from service and scrapping, 
recycling, etc. (Session 2.2) 
 
Theme 2: Stepping up action against marine pollutio n: resources, sanctions and 
perspectives  
 
The second theme of the general workshop looks at the types of measures available to 
tackle pollution both from a legal as well as an operational perspective. 
 

The first session (session 3)  deals with the issue of so-called “operational pollution”. 
Although less spectacular than accidental pollution, such illegal dumping including 
discharge of ballast, degassing, etc. constitutes the bulk of incidents affecting marine flora 
and fauna and amounting to six or seven times those associated with oil spills. From 
pollution detection to admissibility of proof, the session will consider to what extent reliance 
on technology can respond to the expectations of the legal system, what current practices 
are elsewhere in Europe, in Asia and in the rest of the world and what challenges are faced 
in seeking to harmonize regulations and standardize procedures and technologies. These 
key questions will form the main basis for discussion during this session.  
 

Using a round-table discussion format involving a journalist, legal expert and economist, the 

second session (session 4) will review the current situation regarding the Erika trial and will 
detail a number of lessons to be learned from accidental pollution and from issues of 
responsibility, recognizing and assessing ecological damage, compensation systems, etc.  
 

Container ships now make up the bulk of maritime transport and present numerous 
challenges which have up until now been largely ignored by maritime safety policies. 
Referring to coordinated action by maritime states using the example of the re-routing of 
the Napoli, session 5  will aim to give an overview of the many issues now raised by this 
mode of transport in terms of ship design, working conditions, container stowage and 
inspection, logistics, responsibility and insurance and compensation.  
 
Theme 3: Maritime security and safety in the face of new threats 
 
Following the September 11 attacks, new stringent regulations, introduced in the USA and 
then adopted in turn by the IMO and the EU, have been drawn up in relation to ship and 
port security and safety.  
 

Session 6 , involving contributions from legal experts, European and Asian port authority 
representatives, a ship owner and government and local authority representatives, will 
tackle the issue of the objectives and constraints associated with implementing these 
measures (ISPS Code, etc.). A round-table debate will also focus on the financing of these 
new measures, the disparity between types of port zones, the reconciling of port and urban 
development and managing global risk for the whole transport chain.  
 

Session 7  will deal specifically with maritime trafficking – drugs, counterfeit goods and 
illegal immigrants. The rise in this type of maritime crime demands a corresponding 
strengthening of national measures. Whilst the international law of the sea does offer some 
opportunity to take legal action, the session will show that its effectiveness is reduced by 
the principle of exclusive competence of the flag state and by the territorial sovereignty 
exercised by the neighbouring coastal state. The attitude of some states, examples of 
whose more actively interventionist approach will be described, does make a change in the 
international law of the sea more likely, altering the balance between the flag state, the 
intervening state and the coastal states.  
 
Concluding session 8: Institutional and technologic al cooperation wor king for 
maritime safety  

The preceding sessions will have already brought out the importance of strengthening 
cooperation both at an institutional and technological level. The challenges associated with 
the implementation of strengthened regulations will no doubt merit greater scrutiny in the 
future. Meeting those challenges presupposes real coordination among the various players 
with governments leading the way in terms of harmonization, standardization and transfer 
of specific technologies.  

Session 8 will put different examples of cooperation and experience, which have occurred 
at various levels and on various scales, into perspective by questioning the relevance of 
each with regard to the maritime safety issues and concerns which prompted them. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00–10:30 AM: Participants wel come  
 
10:30–11:30 AM: Opening session of the Conference 
 

�  Welcome speeches 
 

François Cuillandre, President of Brest metropole o ceane 
Pierre Maille, President of the Finistère county co uncil 
 

�  Short film 
 

�  Patronage and official speeches 
 

The International Maritime Organization 
European Parliament 
Message of Jacques Barrot, Vice-president of the European Commission 
Xavier de la Gorce, French Secretary General of the Sea 

 

�  Stakes and issues  : 
Christian Buchet, Maritime historian  

 

�  Organization of proceedings on three main orientati ons 
Michel  Morvan, General commissioner of the event 

 
 
11:30 – 12:30: « Maritime safety and The Green Pape r for a Europea n 
Maritime Policy » 

Didier Le Morvan, University of Western Brittany 
 

Inauguration of Trade show  
 

Orientation 1 : Strengthening the maritime safety p olicy: Leverage? 
Perspectives? Technological developments? 

President : Francis VALLAT, President of French Institute for the Sea 
Vice President : Nicolae Nemirschi, Vice mayor of Costantza 

 
2:00 – 4:00 PM: Session 1 The European approach  
 

�  General trends of the European maritime safety poli cy 
Gilles BERGOT Directorate-General of the European Commission 

 

�  The role and missions of the European Maritime Safe ty Agency 
Willem  de Ruiter, Director of the EMSA 

 

�  Round table n° 1 : What experience? What effectiveness? What 
perspectives? 

Moderator: Christophe Marques, mission on the Sea, Brittany 
regional council  

 

- A representative of the European Parliament  
- A representative of the Maritime Affairs directorate  
- Frederik Van Wijnen, General secretary, the Confederation of European 

Ship Master’s Association, Netherlands  
- Philippe BOISSON, Bureau VERITAS Group  
- Dani APPAVE,maritime sector expert, International Labour Organization 

 

With the testimony of Louis le Pensec, Senator of Finistère, President of AFCCRE 
(The French Association of the Council of the Commun es and Regions of 
Europe ), Former minister of the Sea 
DISCUSSION WITH THE AUDIENCE 

 

4:00 - 4:30 PM: Coffee break 
 

4:30 – 6:00 PM: Session 2 Technological development s and responses  
 Two simultaneous sessions (1) and (2)  
 

�  (1) Communication and information systems: monitoring networks 
and navigation systems 
Moderator: ������������	
����
������
��
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 Speeches : 
 

- « E-maritime: concept and objectives »,  Christos pipitsoulis, project manager, 
Directorate-General Energy and Transport, European Commission  
- « Systems to track ships and cargoes: Spationav, AI S, LRIT », Xavier 
BERTRAND (French Center of Maritime and River Technical Studi es) and 
Laurent MICHOUX (DGA)  
- “numerical cartography its applications and next fu ture evolutions”,  
Mickael Le Gleau, the French Hydrographical and Oceanographic Office 
(cartography department)  
-  The paneuropean Safeseanet network »,  Emilio Martin Bauza, Head of unit, 
Technical co-operation and development 
- comparing views: Singapore – China/Shanghai/  
Discussion with the audience 

�  (2) Round table n°2 : From ship design to maintenance and 
dismantling: a sector serving maritime safety and s ustainable 
development 
Moderator : André Thomas, Chief editor, Le Marin 
- Introduction by Ms C. Wohrer of- office of Secretary- General  of the Sea 
- A representative of  IMO 
- Anna Passerra, Directorate-general –Environment of the European 
Commission)  
-  Xavier Lebacq, General engineer (Armament) 
- A representative of Higher National School of Armament Engineering 
Studies and Techniques  
-  a manufacturer 
-  Patrick Appéré, Vice president of Brest Metropole Oceane 
Discussion with the audience 

#�.����.#� �
&���
����������������������������'�

/�������-���������������	 �



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#�.����.#� �
&���
����������������������������'�

�*!����-���������������	 �

Orientation 2 Stepping up action against marine pol lution: Resources? 
Sanctions? Perspectives? 

 Presidency of IMO     vice presidency (State Oceanic administration) China 
9:00-10:30 AM: Session 3  Action against operationa l pollution  
Moderator : M Girin, Director of CEDRE 

�  Feedback : Action taken by French coastal courts (B rest, Marseilles, Le 
Havre) :  
-  Xavier Tarabeux, public Prosecutor  of Brest Court 

�  Detecting and identifying pollution: Relying on tec hnolo gy, its limits 
and perspectives 
- A representative of Maritime Affairs directorate: “combining radar, airborne and 
satellite systems with AIS.” 
- A representative of Meteo France: “oil spill drift forecast”: inventory and perspectives 
- Dr Campbell, EO applications Engineer, European Space Agency: satellite 
observation serving the surveillance and identification of polluting vessels. 
- A representative of Brest Iroise Science park the Vigisat project :the Brest example 

 

Comparing views: « European and International » per spectives 
 

  -  Javier Llorens, Marine environment division, International Maritime Organization 
  -  Maritime administration of Haiphong 
   

10:30 - 11:00 AM: Coffee break 
 

11:00 AM -12:30 PM: Session 4: Round table n° 3 Les sons learned from the 
ERIKA lawsuit   
Moderator : Olivier Laurens, General chief Administrator, 2nd section 
 

- Caroline Britz, Journalist (Le marin)    
-  Jacques Mangold, Director,  Vigipol 
- Yann Rabuteau, legal consultant 
- Julien HAY, economist,  University of western brittany 
- José Maura, FIPOL 
 

4:00-5:30 PM: Session 5 (**): The case of Containerships  
 

�  Feedback on States (Franco-British) action a t sea in the Channel: 
Xavier Rolin, the Maritime Prefect of the Atlantic and the Secretary of 
States Representative  

 

�  Round table n° 4 : New challenges linked to the development of 
containership transport. Chaired by: Pole Mer  

- Captain Raphael BaumlerFrench shipmaster’s Association 
- Christian Quillivic, Abeille international 
- Pierre Aldebert, CMA-CGM 
- VIGIPOL 

 

Discussion with the audience 
 

Orientation 3  Facing new threats :  
at the crossroad of maritime safety and security 

 
 

2:00-3:30 PM: Session 6: Security in the port zone  
 

�  Introduction and framework presented by Ms. Odier, consultant in 
Transport Law, Honorary Chairwoman of French Mariti me Law 
Association 

 

�  Humberto Moyano, Gijon port authority , on « new regulations: 
technical and operational approaches » 

 

�  Singapore port authority  on « new technologies for monitoring and 
logistics » 

 

�  Round table n° 5 : How effective are the systems  (regulations and 
constraints) ?  
 

- Patrick Rondeau, Armateurs de France 
- Port authority of Qingdao 
- Philippe Bonnevie (French shipper association) 
- Firms specialized in maritime safety 
- Logistics firms 

 
3:30-4:00 PM: Coffee break  
 
4:00-5:30 PM: Session 7 (**): Combatting smuggling and trafficking at sea  
 

�  Speech on the general organization to combat smuggl ing and 
trafficking at sea 
By Ms Alexandra Bellayer-Roille, Lecturer at the University of Rennes II 

�  Speech from the Secretariat General of the Sea  

�  Feedback from the ASEAN zone and Europe; Italy (Tar anto) 
 
Discussion with the audience 
 

7:30 PM: Gala dinner at Oceanopolis 

(**) Sessions 5 and 7 be held simultaneously from 4 to 5:30 PM 
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Final sessions 
President: François Cuillandre, President of Brest Metropole Oceane 

9:00-10:30 AM : Session 8 : What perspectives for Institutional a nd 
technical co-operation in matter of maritime safety  ? 
Moderator: F. Desrentes, CRPM (the Conference of Peripheral Ma ritime 
Regions) 
 

- IMO : Role and impact of international cooperations 
- SHOM : “ IHO : international cooperations on hydrographical services” 

Gilles Bessero, general engineer and director of SHOM 
- « maritime safety in the new European programmes for 2007-2013 » 

Directorate-General Energy and Transport of the European Commission 
- « An illustration of transnational cooperation » 

Ronan McAdam, INTERREG IVB Atlantic Area Secretariat(European projects) 
- « The role and place of local and regional authorities » 

CPMR 
- Atlantic Transnational Network of economic and social partners  

CESR 
- The Maritime French cluster : an example of a federation of skills in the field of 

maritime and environmental safety 
President of Brittany and President of PACA (South east) cluster 

 
 

Discussion with the audience 
 

10:30-11:00 AM: Coffee break 
 

11:00 AM -12:30 PM: Closing session  
 
- General synthesis :  

representative of office of Secretary-general of th e Sea 
- Speeches  from : 
 

-  Jean Yves le DRIAN, Président of Brittany Regional Council 
- A Representative of the French Government 
-  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2:00 to 6:00 PM : On-site tours, 
demonstrations, workshops  
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Most of these workshops will be related to European  Interreg IIIC projects, 
workshops (before and after plenary sessions, 9/10 and 12 
 

 
Theme 1 : Pollution management  
 

·  A thematic seminar: “Tools and strategies us ed for the management of 
maritime pollution”. Workshop organized by CEDRE and the science park 
of Brest Iroise. Exchange of experience and new strategies through 
cooperative European projects.  

 
·  Closed seminar: MAPO (Maritime Pollution) Final meeting f the European prject 

MAPO, organized by the science park of Brest Iroise. Helping SMEs access 
European funding for their projects in the field of marine pollution prevention and 
response. 10 partner-countries, 250 enterprises identified. 

 
·  Closed seminar organized by CEDRE in the framework of a European project : 

« Pollutant monitoring and ecological impact followin g accidental oil or 
chemical spills in marine waters”.  

 
·  Closed seminar-  On invitation only. Seminar organized by the scien ce park of 

Brest Iroise and the partners of the European proje ct GASD (Green Atlantic for 
sustainable Development): This European project aims at organizing a trans-
regional competence network to face new challenges of sustainable development: 
transport safety, environmental protection, economy of innovation. It gathers 14 
partners from 5 Member States (France, U.K., Portugal, Spain, Ireland). 

 
·  Closed seminar “AMPERA” : Plenary meeting of the ten partners of the ERA-NET 

coordinating European research programs on responses models and means to 
accidental pollution. Organized by IFREMER. 

 
·  Closed seminar “RITMER” – On invitation only : Seminar organized by IFREMER 

to present the conclusions of the research program conducted from 2002 to 2007 in 
the framework of the French network for technological research and innovation on 
accidental marine pollution and the ecological consequences (RITMER) Seminar co-
organized by IFREMER, IUEM and CEDRE. 

 

 
Theme 2 : Risk management in port cities and harbou r zones  
 
 

·   A thematic seminar:  “Towards a global risk management concept 
in harbour zones” organized by the partners of the project IMAPS 
(see below), SDIS 29(Rescue and fire Department  of Finistere), 
the Science park of Brest, the CETMEF ( French technical center 
of maritime and fluvial studies), the university institute of 
technology,..  The seminar will provide a comparative analysis of 
policies, operational approaches and technologies to respond to  
risks management constraints in port areas and cities submitted to 
industrial, shipping, environmental risks, 

·  Closed seminar of the European project: “IMAPS ” (Integrated 
management of port cities)  Berst, Matosinhos, Taranto, Cadiz, 
Gijon, Wight island will meet for a last conclusion session of ther 
project that enabled a comparative analysis of problems,  
solutions, for a more global development strategy, integrating risks 
management and environmental protection. 

 
Theme 3 : MITS – Information Technologies for marit ime transport  
 

�  A thematic seminar  “Information systems for enhanced e-
maritime services’ : This seminar is organized by the science 
park of Brest, the naval academy, the Oceanographic services of 
the French Navy (SHOM/EPSHOM, Meteo France, the two 
engineering schools ENSIETA and ENST and the partners 
network “MITS”.  It proposes a thematic debate on data and 
information management systems and their role in the 
development of standard, trans-national, e-maritime services. 

 
�  A closed seminar “MITS” – on invitation only : The 4th 

international meeting between the partners of the cooperation 
network and standardization forum initiated by the science park of 
Brest, local, European and Asian partners The meeting will 
discuss action plans and research agendas, starting from the 
conclusions of Safer Seas 

 
For further information about workshops, please check the safer seas website : 
www.saferseas-brest.org  workhops (section) 



 
 

 
Over the 4 days of events, tours will be organized to the main 
competency clusters and systems present in Brest in  relation 
with the Maritime Prefecture for the Atlantic  and its services. The 
list below gives several possibilities: 
 
 

 
 

- CROSS Corsen , Regional operational search and rescue center 
 
- CETMEF (maritime and river technical studies center)  
 
- SHOM, French Navy hydrographic and oceanographic Service 
 
- Ecole navale (naval academy)  
 
- Visit aboard the Abeille Bourbon  high sea tug, chartered by the 
rench Navy (depending on availability) 
 
- Civilian ship repair yards (SOBRENA) 
  
- CEDRE: Center for documentation, research and experimentation 
on accidental water pollution 
 
- IRD: French research institute for cooperative development 
 
- Ifremer : French research institute for exploitation of the sea 
 
- TBI: Brest Iroise Technopôle science park  
 
- Océanopolis,  the European ocean discovery park 
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